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immediate raid into the King's northern
provinces famous for their fine breed of sheep
and horses. Young Uttara, the son of Virata,
was too inexperienced to make adequate
preparations for the pursuit of the Kaurava
marauders and the recovery of the captured
cattle. Arjun was ordered to drive the
Prince's chariot, but the unaccustomed sight
of the enemy disheartened the youth, and his
courage failed him. In this emergency, the
charioteer called out: " I am Arjun !" and
begged Uttara not to be despondent, but to
trust in him. And Arjun, defying all danger,
like fierce Patroclus,

" rushed along the plains
With foaming coursers and with loosened reins,"

and blew his deafening conch-shell on en-
countering the Kauravas. His colossal
strength and fearlessness struck terror into
their lines, and they fled in wild confusion
like crowded kine before the lion's roar.1

1 Ancient warfare often commenced with cattle raids,
transformed by the saga-teller to heroic deeds of
chivalry. The Cuchulain epic, which sparkles with all
the brilliant fancy of Irish romance, is founded on the
creaghs of the Connaught and Ulster men, just as the
forays of the Kuru clans were worked into the Mah&-
BMrata.